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 Looking back   
By Sharone Einhorn, a founding STPS director and Trailblazer of 

the Year in 2000: 

STPS was founded in 1986 by a small group of hikers and horseback 
riders alarmed by encroaching development on the Northwest 
Path trails in Sagaponack and in the Long Pond Greenbelt. 
Surveyor's stakes were appearing on trails we had assumed were 
protected. Trails were disappearing within new subdivisions. 
Spearheaded by Dai Dayton, with the invaluable help of County 
Legislator Fred Thiele, we lobbied the Town of Southampton to 
designate Town trails as a natural resource worthy of protection 
and preservation. Fred Thiele had earlier experience as Town 
Attorney and drafted the original amendment to the town code 
requiring existing trails to be designated and, whenever possible, 
trail links to be saved. The amendment narrowly passed the town 
board vote in 1990. 
Looking back, Dai and I spent every minute of our free time riding 
our horses on the beautiful old woods trails, or by the hedgerows 
to the beach. Whatever the weather and wherever we went there 
were many adventures. At every turn our horses spooked at 
flushing birds, hunter's blinds, fox kits roughhousing, screech owls, 
and unanticipated deer. Sometimes we stopped for lunch at the 
Sagg Store. Or maybe our fellow board member, Ted Griffin, would 
serve us cocktails on horseback when he saw us riding past his 
house on Toppings Path.  

40 years ago! 
Founding the Southampton Trails            

Preservation Society 

STPS website: 

www.southamptontrails.org 
- Monthly Events Schedule      
-Descriptions of favorite hikes 
-Online maps of favorite hikes 
-Horses on trails    
-Hiking Tips       & More 
 

 

2026 marks the 40th anniversary of 
the founding of our Southampton 
Trails Preservation Society. Its 
name derives from the initial 
purpose: to sustain a network of 
informal trails in the town going 
back centuries. Those trails, often 
across privately owned land, were 
under serious threat from rapid 
development. 
Over the four decades since, STPS 

not only succeeded in saving many 

of those paths, it has also planned 

and built new trails through 

officially "preserved" stretches of 

this beautiful part of Long Island. 

This year we are revisiting our 

historic achievements in this 

newsletter with recollections from 

our founders, friends, helpers, and 

hikers. We are also sponsoring a 

series of special 40th anniversary 

hikes. 

Dai Dayton riding Smoke, 2014 

http://www.southamptontrails.org/
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Early Years as a Trail Advocate   

by Steve Biasetti

In 1988 I began working for Group for the South Fork, 

now known as Group for the East End. For my first 17 

years I was mostly involved in environmental 

advocacy, spending significant time on local trail 

issues. 

 

Nancy Nagle Kelley led the Group in the late 1980s, 

followed by Bob DeLuca. They were both consistently 

committed to the preservation and planning 

of local recreational trails. Additionally, my Group 

colleague in those years, Mike Bottini, worked tirelessly 

on open space, hiking, and trail advocacy.     

 

A substantial portion of my time involved trails, as I also 

served on Southampton Town Trails Advisory 

Board (1992-2005) and was a board member for both 

Southampton Trails Preservation Society (1997-2005) 

and Long Island Greenbelt Trail Conference (1996-

2002). In those capacities, I worked with numerous 

dedicated trails advocates including – in no order 

and certainly not all-inclusive -- Dai Dayton, Ray 

Corwin, Tom Casey, Nancy Manfredonia, Rick 

Whalen, Dave Wilcox, Ken Bieger, Pingree Louchheim, 

Ken Kindler, Kurt Billing, Ken Spadafora, and Tony 

Garro. 

 

A major trails project during those years was 

completing the Paumanok Path through 

Southampton and East Hampton Townships. As with 

most trail development projects creation of the 

Paumanok Path included: 

(i) Planning potential routes.  

(ii) Reviewing specific land development projects.  

(iii) Advocating preservation of worthy properties. 

(iv) Identifying/cutting appropriate routes.  

(v) Blazing/maintaining existing trail corridors. 

 Our study for the Paumanok Path alone was 30 pages 

of recommendations and multiple pages of maps. 

 

We may not have succeeded in all trail-related 

endeavors during those years, but, collectively, local 

trail advocates made significant progress. I look back 

on that time with pride.

Every year STPS honors someone with the Trail 

Blazer of the Year Award. This award is given to 

the individual or group who has been instrumental 

in moving forward our goals. 

Our second recipient was Steve Biasetti, who 

today is Director of Environmental Education at 

Group for the East End.  We asked Steve for a 

recollection—and not surprisingly, he cites 

working with several other past Trailblazers: 

 

Trail Blazer of the Year Award 
 
1998  Pingree Louchheim 
1999  Steve Biasetti 
2000  Sharone Einhorn/Marlene Haresign 
2001  Ken Bieger/Tony Garro 
2002  Howard Reisman/Dianne Rulnick 
2003  James “Chip” Dineen 
2004  Laura Smith 
2005  Ken Kindler 
2006  Howard Roth 
2007  Susan Langley Bieger 
2008  Eric Woodward 
2009  Barbara Bornstein/Bob Wolfram 
2010  Dai Dayton 
2011  Marilyn Kirkbright/David Wilcox, Town Planning Dept. 
2012  Susan Colledge and the Maintenance Team 
2013  Mike Bottini 
2014  Ross Baldwin/James Gormley 
2015  Glorian Berk 
2016  Jim Crawford  
2017  Julie Lofstad  
2018  Liz Karpin  
2019  Jackson Dodds 
2020  Tim Corwin   

Steve, 2007  
Teaching Springs School 5th grade class. 
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40th anniversary year special events  

Saturday. Jan 17, 12 noon- 2pm. Hikers and trail riders, 

“Horses on Trails,” meet at the intersection of Merchants 

Path and Wainscott Harbor Road in Sagaponack. Since the 

founders of the Trail’s Preservation Society were often 

exploring this area on horseback the January event is a 

combination horseback ride and 3 mile hike. “Bring your 

own horse.” For additional details contact “Horses on Trails” 

members Debbie: dntrailrider@gmail.com  or Val: 

mval3rie66@gmail.com. Hiking leader: Doreen Johnston 

also has information, 516-994-5947 

Included in the hike is the area informally known as 

"Toyland" where adventuresome bicyclists created an 

obstacle course for their play. Further east is Town Line 

Road with a high point known as Miller’s Outlook. Also, 

somewhere hidden in this area is the mystery Whale Rock; If 

you find it send us a picture to verify its existence. Although 

the old timers won’t tell us where it is they say, “you’ll know 

it when you see it”---in fact, it's a rock that looks sort of like 

a whale 

Other trails in this area include Northwest Path which 

changes from paved to trail as it heads northeastward to the 

East Hampton town line and another trail which heads north 

to Sag Harbor. The only blazed trail is the Paumanok Path 

with its characteristic white painted rectangle. Paumanok 

Path westbound leads you toward the Long Pond Greenbelt 

or eastbound into East Hampton. Another orienting feature is 

the LIPA overhead power lines which cross this area east to 

west. Have fun! 

February 40th anniversary hike, Sunday, February 15, 10 

AM to noon. Moderately paced 4 mile hike with a beautiful 

pond nestled in a secluded part of Hubbard County Park 

system. Meet at Red Creek Park 102 Old Riverhead Rd. in 

Hampton Bays next door to the Southampton town police 

station. Leader, Liz Karpin, 631-819-8183 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current  Board of Directors 

Mark Potter –President, retiring 

Marilyn Kirkbright – Vice President 

Dai Dayton – Secretary 

Tim Ferguson – Treasurer  

Miles Robert VP/ Event Planning &                    

                        Scheduling 

Debbie Neumann & Valerie Frederick – 

                       VP/ Horses on Trails (HOT) 

Vince Scerbinski – VP/ Membership 

Tim Corwin – VP Trail Planning and  

                          Maintenance 

Kate Rummel - VP Community Relations,  

             Communications, and Education 

Liz Karpin, Howard Reisman,   

      Eric Woodward, and Chip Dineen,

   Board Members at large 

Southampton Town Geographic Information 

Division, Info Center digital trail map:        
https://gis.southamptontownny.gov/infocenter/ 

Large paper trail maps are 
available for sale at the  
Southampton Town Hall  
clerk’s office.  
 

Northwest Path (NW Path) area trails.   
Trails are red lines, roads are purple. See 
Southampton Town Info Center for detail. 

The Founders 

https://gis.southamptontownny.gov/infocenter/
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❑ YES, I/We would like to be a member of the Southampton Trails 
Preservation Society and want S.T.P.S. to continue to lead hikes; plan 
monthly hiking schedules; newsletter; cut, blaze and maintain trails; relocate 
signage and maps; educate the public about recreational accessibility and 
usage; and work with government officials and other organizations to 
protect our open space. 

Go online southamptontrails.org to pay membership directly,  
or send a check for annual membership dues, 
 
Southampton Trails Preservation Society 

P. O. Box 1171, Bridgehampton, NY 11932 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

City/State/Zip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Phone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .e-mail. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Date. . . . . . . . . . . .  

I am interested in: □ Cutting and Maintaining Trails; □ Helping with Fundraising;          □ 

Leading Hikes; □ Horses on Trails (HOT); □ Helping with Newsletter; □ Helping with 

Mailings; □ Other 

  

 

 Southampton Trails Preservation Society 
 P. O. Box 1171 
Bridgehampton, NY 11932 
 

 

Wanted --- Trail maintenance volunteers – call Tim at 631-204-7821  

Wanted --- Trail hike leaders – call Dai at 631-745-0689  

 

 Trails----Peace on earth, right here in Southampton.  
 

Individual: 

____Student $10 

____Annual $20 

____Three-year $50 

____Lifetime $250 

 

Household/Family: 

____Annual $35 

____Three-year $95 

____Lifetime $450 

 

____New member, or 

____Renewal 

Send this form with a check. 
Or join online:   www.southamptontrails.org/join/         Pick individual or family 
 
 

http://www.southamptontrails.org/join/

